
December, 2010 

 

Hello to all our friends and family . 

  

Merry Christmas and have a 

Happy New Year 

Now we know you have heard 

that a lot but one more time 

won't hurt, right? 

 

We had a graduation of our 4 

computer class students as you 

can see in this picture. Our 

teacher Nohelia is on the left and 

Tom on the right. These students 

are seniors headed for college if 

they can get funding. 

You might think it's no big deal 

learning to operate a computer 

but here on the island there are 

no computers in the public 

schools and hardly anyone can 

afford to buy one soooo it turns 

out if you want to go to college 

you had better learn how! 

 

 

  Computer Class Grads 



We would like to buy more 

computers and offer the class to 

say 10 students next year, Lord 

willing. 

  

  

 

 

 

  Students dine with their families 

This is our Vocational school in 

action and serving the local 

community as our Pat Hick 

Center will do next year. 

You can see we are half finished 

the stucco on the walls. 

God bless ya,...............Tom and 

Esther 

  

 

  

 

  Pat Hick Center getting closer 

God Bless you............Tom (alone on the shore) 



Keep checking in on new updates we try and send each month. 

Our home church is:  

Green Valley Christian Church  

390 Ridge Vista Ave.  

San Jose, CA   95127  

USA  

1-408-251-0821 

October, 2010 

 

Hello to all our friends and family . 

  

"Lord of the Gnats" 
 

Life on Ometepe is an adventure for sure. 

Each day can surprise you like when you look 

out over the lake and see what seems like a 

dark waterspout coming our way. 

  

  

  

 

 

  

 

 

  Gnat cloud 



Hummmm,................interesting,...............come 

look kids. 

 

As it turned out our worst nightmare was 

coming ashore in a fury. 

Millions of lake gnats swarming together 

headed our way. 

 

 

  Getting closer 



What to do? Just get indoors and in a few 

hours they passed onto greener pastures. 

Just one of the many experiences we have 

living in paridise, ha,.ha! 

  

 

  

 

  Head for cover ! 

God Bless you............Tom (alone on the shore) 

August 14, 2010 

 

Hello to all our friends and family . 

  



Hello from beautiful Ocean City, 

N.J. where I'm spending time 

with my parents and siblings. 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  Our dinner table 

Good to be back after a 2 year 

absence but left my family back 

on Ometepe to hold the fort 

down. 

 

 

  Ocean City, New Jersey 



  

As you can see I'm enjoying 

myself with fresh Jersey fruits 

and veggies as well as the best 

beaches! 

 

  

 

  Fresh Jersey sweet corn and tomatoes 

I felt I needed to spend some 

quality time with my 90 year old 

Dad and Mom. 

You just never know what 

tomorrow will bring in those 

golden 

90's. 

 

  Jersey strawberrys 



I have the building crew on leave 

and will restart the construction 

on the Community center mid-

September. 

We have a planned Christmas 

party for the grand opening. 

 

  On the beach 

God Bless you............Tom (alone on the shore) 

Keep checking in on new updates we try and send each month. 

August 2010 

 

Hello to all our friends and family . 

  



We had a full month in July with 

the pastor's seminars and 3 sets 

of 1st time visitors to Ometepe. 

Pictured is Derek, Jeanie and 

Angela who came from a 

Culpepper, Virginia church to 

see what they could do to 

support us through a team next 

year. 

Loved it here! 

 

  

 
 

Christ Episcopal Church sent a 

fresh group of 5 youth and 3 

adults to help build a water tank 

for Fransisca's home we built in 

2009. 

TJ was here back in Dec. and led 

the team to have an incredible 

experience! 

  

 



We are soooooooooo thankful to 

all the visitors and teams we 

have hosted this year as they 

truly bless us as well as the 

locals. 

  

 

My oldest brother Charlie and his 15 yr old daughter Jessie come in the 3rd to spend a 

week with us. Jessie is Gabi's best friend cousin and they will renew and build up the 

friendship this week. 

I (Tom) fly to Jersey for a month the 10th to spend quality time with my parents and 

help around the house with projects as well as some much needed R&R at our beach 

house. 

Keep checking in on new updates we try and send each month. 

God bless you,………….. 

Tom and Esther Fritz 

July 2010 

 

Hello to all our friends and family . 

  



Here at the Fritz home we love 

chocolate and cookies but 

together is even better! 

Tommy has become a chef of 

sorts and likes to help Esther 

cook. 

  

 

 

He has become very good at 

making cookies but needs more 

work to make bread like these 

two loaves turned out and whole 

wheat to boot! 

  

 



We don't go hungry here on 

Ometepe and the whole year 

round there are always bananas 

and fruits available. 

  

 

We had Dr. Randy Smith and his 

wife Tammy here for the past 

three days and they really 

enjoyed the island and it's 

people. Got to hike the waterfall 

and cool off! 

 

We are taking two months off from construction on the Community Center as we are 

busy with visitors and teams until August 10th then I (Tom) leave for New Jersey 

until September tenth. 



Hope to see some of our friends and family on this trip. Esther and the kids are 

holding down the fort while I'm gone. 

Keep checking in on new updates we try and send each month. 

God bless you,………….. 

Tom and Esther Fritz 

June 2010 

 

Hello to all our friends and family . 

  

If these photos look like we were 

having fun, we did!!!!!!!!!!!! 

 

June 4th was "Day of the Child" 

on Ometepe and we had a great 

party attended by 40 preschool 

kids who will be enjoying the 

Community Center daily when it 

is finished in July. 

 



Our Center will be named after 

Pat Hick who was a very dear 

friend who passed away from 

cancer 2 years ago. 

Pat loved serving on Ometepe 

with medical teams along with 

her husband Dr. Joe Hick, who 

was going to attend our party but 

had to cancel his trip. 

 

Dr. Joe's daughter Kim Haas and 

Pat's sister Sue Allen came down 

for a week and had a blast here 

in Nicaragua. Besides bringing 

down lots of donations for the 

kids they were able to enjoy the 

waterfall hike and a canopy tour. 

They will be back 

soon,........................ 

 



Our daughter Gaby really wants 

to go visit Kim's kids this 

summer who love horses and 

have many animals. 

They live in Grand Junction, 

Colorado. Pray God provides for 

her flight and expenses. 

 

Keep checking in on new updates we try and send each month. 

God bless you,………….. 

Tom and Esther Fritz 

April 26, 2010 

 

Hello to all our friends and family . 

  



Dear Friends, 

As you know we started the Pat 

Hick Community Center 

building back in January. In the 

month of April our town's water 

supply has gotten so low they 

ration water and we were forced 

to stop bricklaying for 2 weeks. 

I have just borrowed a 300 

gallon used water tank to put in 

the back of my truck and have 

the men fill it each morning 

bucket by bucket from the lake! 

  

 

 

  

Here are some pictures of 

Roberto installing the wooden 

slabs above the windows and 

doors. 

Now we are ready for the 

wooden 15 foot roof beams. It is 

a slow process but anytime you 

want a creative building, it takes 

time. 

June 4th is the planned 

dedication of the building 

whether we are ready or not 

which I doubt we will be. 

Pat's husband Dr. Joe Hick will 

be coming down with his 

daughter Kim and sister in law 

Sue Allen. 

Other missionaries who know 

the Hicks will be attending as 

well as the whole community! 

 



Should be a blast and we will 

keep you informed. 

Keep checking in on new updates we try and send each month. 

God bless you,………….. 

Tom and Esther Fritz 

April 2010 

 

Hello to all our friends and family . 

  

March 2010 

 

Hello to all our friends and family . 

  



  

Dear Friends, 

This month is significant for us 

as we "let go" of TWO 

daughters. Our own Gabriella, 

age 17, will be in Indonesia this 

month. 

We are so thankful for the 

opportunity she's been given but 

will miss the bright spot she 

keeps at home. 

Please pray for her safety as she 

learns to be available to God. 

 

 

 

  

  Gaby out for a ride 



Our other "daughter" is one 

we've invested in for over 10 

years. We've known Neli since 

she was an adolescent, have 

helped her through school and 

come to appreciate her loving 

gifts as our sewing class 

instructor. 

She has been given the 

opportunity to further her sewing 

skills at a school in Costa Rica. 

This is a huge undertaking on her 

part and she has rarely ever even 

left her village. 

She's is staying in the home of 

our good friend who leads the 

Bible Classes here for our 

pastors and will be involved in a 

thriving church there. 

Please pray she has the 

confidence to succeed in this 

endeavor. 

  

  

 

 Neli 

Keep checking in on new updates we try and send each month. 

God bless you,………….. 

Tom and Esther Fritz 

January 26, 2010 

 

Hello to all our friends and family . 

  



"The Pat Hick Community Center & Clinic " 

 

Finally we have begun a much waited new project. 

As you can see in these photos we have run the water lines and started 

digging the foundation to what will be The Pat Hick Community 

Center & Clinic. 

 

Pat passed away from cancer in the fall of 2008 but loved coming to 

Ometepe on medical teams several years in a row with her husband 

Dr. Joe. We wanted to honor her with a clinic dedicated to her 

memory and the dream is alive! 

 

 

  

  Digging the foundation 



  

 

  

 

Putting in lines for running water Taking shape 



Not only a clinic but also a community center which will be used 

daily. 

  

 

 Unloading bricks 

  

Mixing cement Sifting sand 



  

Moms helping out First bricks layed 

  

Raising the walls Laying more bricks 



  

Nice throw Windows 

  

Main beams installed Roof beams installed 

Keep checking in on new updates we try and send each month. 

God is good, amen? 



God bless you,………….. 

Tom and Esther Fritz 

 

Dear Friends, 

I wanted to share an 

incredible act of 

provision from God 

to Tommy and I over 

this weekend. 

 

We were coming 

back from Costa 

Rica on a bus that I 

knew would not 

make it in time to 

catch the last ferry to 

Ometepe island in 

Lake Nicaragua. 

Tommy and I prayed 

believing God would 

do a miracle and 

provide a boat 

somehow. 

 

  

  

 

 

By 6:30pm we had arrived at the locked up gate to the docks and I asked the 

guard if there were any boats available. He told us the last one left an hour ago. 

We both stood there believing God was true to His word. After a while he turned 

and said to me,"perhaps you can catch a ride in the small panga coming with 

some gringos". 

I laughed and told Tommy "that was the miracle boat coming for us!" These 

Americans had hired a small panga that was about 30 ft long, 3ft wide and no top, 

made of wood, no lights on it but had life preservers! As they pulled up we 

boarded and off we went into the rough seas of Lake Nicaragua with nothing but a 

flashlight and our faith in God. 

I can tell you most folks would have been sea sick right off the bat but we 

huddled beneath our tarp and braved the lashing winds and water coming into the 

boat. 

I thought to myself " what a wonderful God we serve that would plan such an 

adventure that a father and son would never forget!" 



As we stepped off this panga we high fived and had a sort of skip in our 

step,.............knowing God does the impossible. 

Keep checking in on new updates we try and send each month. 

God bless you,………….. 

Tom and Esther Fritz 

January 2010 

 

Hello to all our friends and family . 

  



"Happy New Year " 

The Fritz family was blessed to have visitors 

from Christ Episcopalian Church in Woodbury, N.J. over the 

holidays. 

TJ and Rochelle were here for a few days of missions and fun as you 

can see in the photos.Our sunset boat ride to Ometepe was just as 

beautiful as this photo shows. 

 

 

 

  

  Sunset boat ride to Ometepe island 

  

 

  

The next day they visited the computer classroom where they got to 

see their churches generous donation live and up close (computers). 

TJ and Rochelle visiting our computer classroom  



Next we headed for Fransisca's house to drop off a 300 pound clothes 

washing sink, rice and beans, and help her kids decorate the interior 

of the house. 

  

 

 Unloading 300 pound cement sink 

 

 

Panting the shower TJ paints a beautiful rainbow 



That was a blast and we all had so much fun as you can see. 

Our hike up the volcano to pray for families and pass out donations 

was a real blessing as this couple got to meet the locals up close and 

personal. 

 

  Praying for a family 

 

Our best donations were baseball gloves! 

They're so happy for the baseball gloves!   



 

 

This was fun but the water was cold 

Besides a canopy tour on the mainland TJ and Rochelle wanted to 

also hike to our waterfall on the last day. That spring water is so cold 

but nice after a hard one-hour hike! 

 

So much more to tell and see but just an example of how 

opportunities abound to reach out to the peoples of Ometepe in so 

many ways. 

  

Keep checking in on new updates we try and send each month. 

God bless you,………….. 

Tom and Esther Fritz 

 


